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Foreword

“For humans to have a responsible relationship to the world, they  
must imagine their places in it.”

—Wendell Berry 

 Our places shape our loves and longings as well as our knowing and 
doing. Put simply, who we become is intimately related to how we imagine 
where we are. As the craftsmanship of God’s artistry, human beings are made 
for imaginative responsibility in community and creation. Though much is 
broken in the world and ourselves, the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives the 
transformed vision necessary to see the tangible facets of life woven into the 
fabric of becoming.
 This collection of art is an invitation to the idea and reality of 
becoming, not individual self-actualization but a rich growth into the 
fullness of Christ. In Him, the particularities of life in creation become the 
raw materials for cultivation in community—this song, this painting, this 
meal, this prayer, this poem. The flesh and blood Word, who “moved into the 
neighborhood”, has called us to live with creative responsibility and become 
who we were always meant to be, God’s beloved children.
 The anthology you hold before you is the loving creation of a 
community of friends in hope of transformation. Each chapter includes a text, 
poem, visual art, and scripture, along with questions for prayerful reflection 
to draw you further up and further in the journey of becoming. We hope you 
will find the authors, poets, and visual artists to be wise guides and friends 
as you enter into a companioned journey of becoming in Christ through the 
door of imagination and deeper to the heart. May this collection attune our 
senses to the sacred character of how we live and create in the particular place 
we find ourselves now. In all our searching for truth, justice, and beauty: to 
become fully, we must first be found in creation by the pursuing love of God, 
who asks, “Where are you?”
     

—Art House Dallas
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Neighborliness

“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal.  
Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours 
as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, 

snub and exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors. This does not mean 
that we are to be perpetually solemn. We must play. But our merriment must be 
of that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) which exists between people 

who have, from the outset, taken each other seriously - no flippancy, 
no superiority, no presumption.”

—C.S. Lewis  
The Weight of Glory
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Living the Questions: What does civility  
actually mean, and is it enough?
The On Being Project with Krista Tippett

Marie Sambilay: Hello, On Being listeners. This is Marie Sambilay, and in 
this episode of “Living the Questions,” Krista’s responding to a question that 
one of our listeners sent in. His name is Kevin, and he asks:
 “I have been hearing a lot of deconstruction of the word ‘civility.’ 
The debate around this word has become, like so many other things, binary. 
‘Civility’ is either a tool of oppressors to silence those on the margins, or it’s 
something that is necessary for every single conversation and dialogue. I’d 
love to hear something about this word — what it actually means, in what 
contexts can it be helpful, in what contexts can it be used as a tool to silence 
anger.”

Krista Tippett: Civility as a tool to silence anger. I feel like that’s a new 
invention. I totally agree that the word is problematic. And the concept, as 
this question suggests, has even become problematic. My concern for a while 
has been that the word is too meek, that it’s about being nice and tame and 
safe. And I don’t think stepping into any of the dark places and the fraught 
places right now can be nice or tame or safe. I always reach for other words 
to attach, like “muscular.” It has to be muscular; it has to be robust — this 
language we use in the Grounding Virtues, “adventurous civility.” It needs to 
be an adventure.
 This moment we inhabit is so complex. I want to say two things at 
once that, I think, sound like they contradict each other. One is that if safety 
is endangered, I think some people, many people in many situations right 
now, have a calling to get safe. They need to protect themselves. They need to 
protect those they love. That is true.
 And then I think that those of us who are safe enough also have a 
calling to get less comfortable. So when I say that an adventurous civility 
is not too tame, it’s not too safe, that’s what I mean. It’s not a calling for 
everybody in every moment. I don’t agree that every situation calls for civility.
And I think the question itself points to part of the rut we’re in, which is 
that we turn everything into these simplistic binaries. None of this is simple. 
That’s why it’s an adventure. That’s why it feels dangerous. That’s also why it 
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can be life-giving, and it calls us to our most complex selves.
 To use civility to silence anger is using a simplistic, binary 
understanding of civility as a kind of passive-aggressive weapon, and that’s 
not what I mean when I use the word. To say that civility is required in every 
circumstance is a concept that needs a lot of unpacking because civility, at its 
most complex, is going to have many faces and many kinds of actions and 
many voices. I think something that can be really important, especially when 
a word itself gets fraught, is to start to put the word to one side and say what 
you’re saying. So then, what this is forcing me to reflect on is, what is the 
other universe of words and actions that I would describe to say what I think 
this complex civility is?
 Like in everything else, I think intentionality is incredibly important. 
So just like I often say that a conversation starts before any words are spoken 

— that you frame the space, that you frame your presence — I think civility 
is internal work that each of us needs to do these days, probably, just as we 
move through our days, but also, certainly, before you would enter into any 
space where this question was on your mind, where tensions and conflicts 
and potential arguments and potential hurt and potential insult, where any 
of those things might happen. And I would want to say that those would not 
just include physical spaces but digital spaces because that’s also where we 
spend our lives these days. So I think an intention to be civil adventurously in 
the first instance would be to try to be very self-aware, to want to bring your 
own best self into that room and to figure out what that means.
 That would also mean to examine what emotions you are carrying. 
You may be angry, and anger is a moral response. The question is, what are 
you going to do with that anger? And I think a question we fail to ask, so 
much, in American life — we just haven’t hung on to this muscle — is not 
just, what do I want to happen here; what do I have to say; what do I care 
about; what is at stake? But what is the most effective way, in fact, that my 
words can be heard? What is, in fact, the most emotionally intelligent way, 
which is also going to be a productive way, that I can embody and represent 
and give voice to what I care deeply about?
 All of that would be preparation, would be the inner work of civility 
that you do before any kind of encounter or conversation. The other quality 
that would be more other-oriented is to really cultivate some curiosity inside 
yourself about this situation, the other side of this situation, perhaps the 
position, perspective of others with whom you’re going to be engaging, 
with whom you know you disagree on something, to summon in yourself a 
readiness to encounter them as human beings and not just as their positions 
or “that other side,” to open yourself to let them surprise you, to let them not 
be quite as simple or as evil as they may have become in your mind, which 

Neighborliness
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is not to say that you expect them to be any different on the positions but 
that you are going to call yourself to be a full human being, and you’re going 
to be open to them being a full human being. And that will mean that you 
understand you bring contradiction to this, and they bring contradiction 
to this. That can be an opening to be standing on some common ground 
as human beings, even if you’re not standing on common ground with your 
opinions.

Ms. Sambilay: It feels like there are a lot of intersections with this parallel 
conversation that people are having about political correctness. I think when 
people think about civility, it’s often, “Oh, what are these rules of engagement 
that are very surface level? What are the things I can’t say?” And like you say, 
the whole question of civility is really complex, but it sounds like what you’re 
describing is actually a lot simpler and a little bit more approachable, where 
it’s just a commitment to seeing the other person as someone who has pain 
and anger just like you do and flaws just like you do and that you’re both 
bringing all of that to the interaction.

Ms. Tippett: Yeah, and it’s funny — who said, recently, in our show — oh, I 
think it was Arlie Hochschild: “Caring is not the same as capitulating.” That 
is just a really perfect sentence, because what I’m also not advocating — and I 
think this is so important, Marie. I think this is what people get worried about. 
If I go in to be civil, does that mean that I relinquish my sense of what is so 
important and moral and my values and what is at stake here? Does this mean 
that I put this in my pocket and, in that way, compromise my integrity? And 
it doesn’t. We don’t have to make that choice. You can decide that you want 
to engage on a human level with somebody or with some difficult situation or 
with somebody on the other side — again, this could be digital or could be 
physical. You can actually really care and really, truly muster some curiosity, 
really want to understand where they’re coming from and really desire to find 
the complexity in their position, even if you continue to disagree with it. That is 
not the same thing as no longer caring about what you believe. You bring your 
passion with you, but that doesn’t have to be at odds with meeting the passion 
of another human being.
 I really think what civility means to me, what civility needs to become 
for us to walk together — because we do share a life, whether we like each other 
or not — I think civility, what it’s opening up as a calling, is about being willing 
to be present, one human being to another. All those issues and differences can 
be in the room, but they don’t define what is possible between us.
 I think because we have this culture where it’s all about the debate, 
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the argument, “take a vote,” our whole way of thinking about deciding and 
determining and discerning is about choosing this over that and not about 
letting in the complexity. But when you let in the complexity, you actually 
don’t have to take the vote. You don’t have to say, “I’m right, and you’re wrong.” 
You can believe that; you can actually believe, “I’m right, and you’re wrong,” 
and you may be. But if you engage, one human being to another, with all 
of your complexity, you find that you have some questions in common. You 
find that you both love your children. You find that, together, you love the 
place you come from. And those become entry points to conversations that 
you hadn’t even thought about having or hadn’t even realized you could have, 
to life together that you hadn’t thought about or didn’t realize you could have. 
All of these things that you disagree with, or the things that have brought you 
to this place, with very different circumstances, they are still in the room, but 
they are not the only thing that’s in the room.
 And then, of course, the other factor here that’s so un-American and 
that we have to reintroduce is to have a very long view of time, because 
human relationship, human transformation takes time. I know I talk about 
this all the time. Any single encounter is not going to solve anything. It’s just, 
can an encounter of civility be an opening? Can it open something? Can it 
soften something that wasn’t soft before?
 That’s just this very humble thing that you hold and are grateful for 
and then that you need to build on with very humble expectations of what 
can happen in any single moment or any single encounter or any single week 
or any single year. Again, that humility is a liberation, because then it allows 
you to be working with time and with change at the pace at which they really 
work. So, paradoxically, you’re not expecting too much, but you’re then able 
to actually, really dwell with what is possible in a moment or a day or a week 
or a year.

Ms. Sambilay: When it comes to people bringing “incivility” or letting their 
anger or their pain be really palpable in an interaction, I think the goal there 
that gets lost, it is that desire for growth and that idea that when we are most 
uncomfortable and internally challenged, that’s when we grow. That’s when we 
learn, and that’s when we’re most capable of breaking patterns of thinking and 
behavior that might have been harmful.
 I think that’s what the goal is when people are letting that anger show up. 
It’s like, “I want to shake you out of something that is harming me, but I don’t 
know how else to do that, other than to make you feel uncomfortable with it.”

Ms. Tippett: I love that. That’s such a really helpful way to think about, “So 
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what is the point of civility?” Because right now, when we’re so hardened, 
and we’re so aggressive, and we’re so “you’re in or you’re out,” it would not 
be reasonable to ask any of us to walk into that space and that spirit and let 
ourselves be uncomfortable. When that’s the atmosphere we create, we all 
harden ourselves. We all get on guard, so nothing is possible.
 Creating spaces and experiences of robust, adventurous civility is 
actually very strategically effective because what you’re doing is, you’re creating 
a space in which it is reasonable to ask people, smart people, complicated 
people who’ve been through complicated things, to let themselves get 
uncomfortable in the presence of a stranger. Again, it’s not that you’re not 
who you are, not that you don’t represent all of that, but we’re going to let 
our complexity show here. And then, again, what happens next or what could 
happen next is no longer narrowly defined by that thing that divided us and 
made us so different when we walked into this room.

Ms. Sambilay: It’s that tough love idea, that because I know you’re a human 
being who can learn and grow, I am going to bring this to our interaction 
and trust it.

Ms. Tippett: And I bring it, and I say to you, “I believe what I believe. I 
am passionate about what I am passionate about. I’m scared about what I’m 
scared about, or I’m angry about what I’m angry about. And I know there 
are things I don’t understand, and I don’t want to stay this way forever, and I 
don’t want us to stay stuck here forever. So, I want to change and grow, and I 
invite you to be with me in that spirit too, and let’s see what happens.”
 

 

Originally Published At https://onbeing.org. Used by permission of The On Being Project.
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Space for Reflection
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The Good Samaritan by Vincent Van Gogh
Oil on canvas
28.7˝ x 23.6˝
1890
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All My Friends Are Finding New Beliefs  
by Christian Wiman

All my friends are finding new beliefs.
This one converts to Catholicism and this one to trees.
In a highly literary and hitherto religiously-indifferent Jew
God whomps on like a genetic generator.
Paleo, Keto, Zone, South Beach, Bourbon.
Exercise regimens so extreme she merges with machine.
One man marries a woman twenty years younger
and twice in one brunch uses the word verdant;
another’s brick-fisted belligerence gentles
into dementia, and one, after a decade of finical feints and teases
like a sandpiper at the edge of the sea,
decides to die.
Priesthoods and beasthoods, sombers and glees,
high-styled renunciations and avocations of dirt,
sobrieties, satieties, pilgrimages to the very bowels of  being ...
All my friends are finding new beliefs
and I am finding it harder and harder to keep track
of the new gods and the new loves,
and the old gods and the old loves,
and the days have daggers, and the mirrors motives,
and the planet’s turning faster and faster in the blackness,
and my nights, and my doubts, and my friends,
my beautiful, credible friends.

 

Excerpted from Survival Is A Style by Christian Wiman. Published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  
Copyright © 2020 by Christian Wiman. All rights reserved.

Neighborliness
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Luke 10:25–37

“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?’ And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with 
all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.’ 
 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my 
neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, 
and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he 
had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to 
the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, do you think, proved to 
be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who 
showed him mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.”
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An Invitation to Respond: Prayer of Examen
 

• Open with prayer following the frame of St. Ignatius’ Prayer of 
Examen. Become aware of God’s presence. Consider your neighbors 
with gratitude. Pay attention to your emotions. Make note of 
shortcomings.  

• Pray for yourself and your neighbors. Increase, O God, the spirit of 
neighborliness among us, that in peril we may uphold one another, 
in suffering tend to one another, and in homelessness, loneliness, or 
exile befriend one another. Grant us brave and enduring hearts that 
we may strengthen one another, until the disciplines and testings of 
these days are ended, and you again give peace in our time; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer from Giving Alms and Service (BCP 2019, 659)

Neighborliness



Art House Dallas is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which works to cultivate 
creativity for the common good in order to inspire everyone to live 
more imaginative, meaningful lives. We accomplish our mission by 
fostering community amongst individuals, believing that their rich artistic 
expression will serve to bring a greater sense of belonging to our city. Our 
programming reaches individuals across many genres of the arts including  

music, writing, visual art, spiritual formation, and more.

Learn more at www.arthousedallas.com
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